
Consent Agenda

Minnesota Section of American Water Works Association
Governing Board Meeting

January 30, 2009
MINUTES APPROVAL:
September 22, 2008 – Governing Board meeting

September 23, 2008 – Governing Board meeting

September 26, 2008 – Governing Board meeting

Corrections/Additions: 

ASSOCIATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT (Dave Schultz)
Next week the National AWWA Board meeting will be at sunny Tucson, Arizona.  I am looking forward to this meeting since it is –20 degrees outside right now.  First item of business will be to elect a new president and two vice-presidents.

CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT ELECT
Don Degen, British Columbia Section, Don is the water and drainage manager for the city of Kelowna, B.C.

Mike Hooker, New York Section, Mike is the executive director of the Onondaga County (NY) Water Authority.

Joe Mantua, Chesapeake Section, Joe is a project manager at Black & Veatch Corp.

Jerry Stevens, Iowa Section, Jerry is the general manager of West Des Moines.

CANDIDATES FOR VICE-PRESIDENT 

Charlie Anderson,  Texas Section

Don Broussard, South West Section

John Donahue, Illinois Section


Dan Duchniak, Wisconsin Section

Debra Kaye, California/Nevada Section

Larry Ruffin,  Florida Section

Dave Schultz, Minnesota Section

There are several agenda items to act on; here are some of the more interesting items:

· Sections allotment program is set for 2009 Minnesota receives of 18% dues collection giving MN AWWA $28,653 alloment.

· AWWA Proposed 2009 budget of $32,447,300 3.3 % increase.  $1,002,600 is for capital expenditures in upgrading IT equipment and software.

·  Request to approve several AWWA Standards.

· Request to approve Multi-Section Members rights in voting and holding office.

· Request to approve a Specialty Conference Site Policy Change, develop a city rotation plan to have a better negotiating power.

· One of the hottest issues is the request to approve the AWWA/Section Affiliation Agreement.  I do believe that Minnesota Section is in alignment with this agreement.  How ever several Sections may not.   At the core of this issue is:

1. To develop recommendations on the components of an affiliation agreement that will clearly outline roles and responsibilities between the Association and the Sections relating to ownership of intellectual property, maintenance of liability insurance coverage for the Sections, and the Associations obligation to indemnify the Sections

2. To improve upon attendant governance issues; and

3. To improve AWWA’s and the Sections relation relating to areas of risk and exposure.  Potential risk of loss or damage to tax-exempt status.  Potential waiver and/or loss of intellectual property. Indemnification risk relating to issues arising out of business activities.

Lots of items to cover in two days.  I’ll up date you on the decisions made at our MN Section Board meeting.

DISTRICT REPORTS


Northwest District (Brian Bergantine)
The NW District Operator School was held December 2–4, 2008 at the Best Western and Big Woods Event Center, Fergus Falls.  There were 34 attendees at the NW District School in Fergus Falls.  Two individuals paid the late sign-up fee of $125 and 32 individuals pre-paid the $100 fee.  Two individuals that pre-paid did not show.  The total amount of money collected from the individuals was $3,650.  An additional $135 was collected from the vendors that displayed for lunches.  Total expenses for the school were $3,761.03 for a gross profit of $23.97.  After deducting assessments totaling $504 ($14 per registrant), the net loss was $480.03.  

Topics covered at the operator school included:  (1) drinking water in Honduras; (2) remote operation of WTPs; (3) the EPA Response Toolbox; (4) two ethanol water usage topics; (5) Minnesota WARN; (6) fusible PVC pipe; (7) reverse osmosis (RO) and nanofiltration (NF) membranes; (8) booster pumping and automated truck fill operations; (9) laboratory testing; (10) hydrant repair and testing, (11) pump selection for chemical feeds; (12) GIS case studies; (13) the Elizabeth Water Treatment Plant (WTP) (arsenic removal); and (14) well maintenance.  Additionally, Todd Johnson, MDH, and Brian Bergantine, AE2S, conducted a twenty question quiz for the operators during the last session on Thursday, December 4th.  The attendees also toured the Fergus Falls WTP. 

A Board Meeting for the NW District Section was held on December 3, 2008 at the Big Wood Event Center and called to order by Chairman, Larry Rudh.  Don Christianson read the Secretary’s report from the November 28, 2007 meeting in Crookston.  The report was approved as read.  Brian Bergantine, District Trustee, reported the following 2008 Minnesota Section Annual Conference Award Winners.

•
Jon Eaton, Bloomington received the 2008 George Warren Fuller National AWWA award.

•
Naeem Qureshi, Progressive Consulting Engineers, received the 2008 Leonard N. Thompson Minnesota Section Award.

•
Brian Bergantine received the Membership Achievement Award among others in the Section.

•
John Thom received the 2007 Leonard N. Thompson Award plaque.

•
Other awards handed out were the Volunteer of the Year and the Fresh Ideas Competition. Scholarships f


for the Water Utility Management Institute were announced.

•
Pete Moulton, St Peter was elected Chair-elect.

Brian Bergantine also reported that at next year’s NW District School there would be a Young Professionals meeting.  He also asked for nominations for Volunteer of the Year.  If anyone had someone in mind, they should talk to Brian about their recommendation.  Stew Thornley reported that next year’s school would be held in Bemidji, December 1-3, 2009.  There was a drawing of the nonmembers of AWWA for a year’s Operator’s Membership.  Charles Anderson, Baxter, won the drawing for the Operator Membership.  Brian Bergantine discussed some possible competitions that maybe held at the Annual Conference and at some District schools.  Some of those discussed were Meter Madness, Pipe Tapping, and Drinking Water Taste Test.  Nominations were held for Vice-Chairman of the NW District.  Todd Johnson was nominated and unanimously elected.

Brian Bergantine provided Laurie Mullen, who is the Executive Director of Western Area City County Cooperative (WACCO), with a $100 gift card for this district’s appreciation for her many years of support in planning the exhibit shows and mini sessions during the NW District School.  Dave Goltz, ex-Minnesota Twins pitcher originally from Rothsay, was the guest speaker at the business meeting.  

Jon Groethe, MDH, asked for cities that would volunteer to host the security round table workshops.  Detroit Lakes, Fergus Falls, and Pelican Rapids volunteered.

Stew Thornley and Brian Bergantine collected donations for Water For People (WFP).  The tickets sold for $5 per ticket and the prizes includes NW District supplied $25 Target gift cards and vendor prizes.  

Northeast District (Steve Lipinski)
No report.

Central District (Lisa Vollbrecht)
The MN AWWA Central District Three Day Training session held at Ruttger’s Lodge in Deerwood, MN is scheduled for June 10-12, 2009.  Anyone interested in speaking/presenting or assisting with the session, please contact a Lisa Vollbrecht at (320) 255-7225 or a Central District Planning Committee member.

The MN AWWA Central District One Day Training session held at St. John’s University in Collegeville, MN is scheduled for October 21, 2009. Anyone interested in speaking/presenting or assisting with the session, please contact a Lisa Vollbrecht at (320) 255-7225 or a Central District Planning Committee member.

Metro District (Paul Coone)
No report.

Southwest District (Mark Sweers)
The Southwest District held its annual fall meeting in Wells, Minnesota on October 2, 2008. There were 44 people in attendance. 

The school agenda included:

8:00 – 8:30

Registration



8:30 – 8:40

Welcome 

8:40 – 9:00

Water for People – Chris Voeltz, City of City Peter

9:00 – 9:30

Mankato WTP Upgrade – Bill Janssen 

9:30 - 10:00

DNR – Water Conservation Rates – Leo Getsfried

10:15 – 11:15                 Lewis & Clark Water Project – Red Arndt

11:15 – 11:45

MNWARN & Membership – Pete Moulton, Saint Peter

11:45 – 12:00

Business Meeting *(Election of SW District Trustee) 

12:00 - 1:00                    Lunch



1:00 – 2:30

TopOps – Meter Madness & Watermain Tapping 





Chris Voeltz and Ron McCabe


2:45 – 3:15

MDH Update – David Rindal

3:15 – 3:45

Twenty Operator Questions

4:00 – 4:15

Water for People Drawing & Door Prizes
1:00 - 3:00

Waterworks Operators Exams

Future Schools  
April 1, 2009 – Redwood Falls

The “Meter Madness” competition drew 18 participants the results were: 

1. 
Gary Krumholz 

Fairmont 
1:16:43 

2. 
Jeff Pederson 

Canby 

1:19:85

3.
Pete Moulton 

Saint Peter 
1:22:00

Southeast District (Dean Huschle)
The SE District 2008 fall one-day school was held at the Goodview Elks Lodge on Friday, October 31st.  The school was hosted by a combined effort of Winona and Goodview.  Topics included :motor controls, hydrant repair and maintenance, history of the Winona water system,  and a plant tour.  Bob Keiper, Superintendent of Winona was recognized for commitment to the water industry and his activity with the MN AWWA.  35 people were registered for the school.

A planning session was held on December 6th in Rochester to plan the 3-day spring 2008 operator’s school.  The following were present for the meeting:  Paul Halvorson, Myron Volker, Wylie Rindels, Shawn Mulhern, Jeanette Boothe, Mike Glende, Bob Dunn, Greg Volkart and Brad Boice.  The SE District 2009 spring three-day school will be held at the Ramada Hotel and Conference Center in Rochester from Wednesday, March 11 to Friday, March 13th.

Mike Glende from Faribault has taken over as the SE District Chair.

Trustee-At-Large (Pat Shea)
No report.
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Administration Council (Jon Eaton)
The council plans to review and update Section by-laws and policies & procedures over the next year. In conjunction, the Section mission, vision, and strategic planning documents will be reviewed. To begin the process, APC requests a list of programs be compiled.

Executive Committee – no issues

District Trustees – no issues

Council Chairs:

1. APC – Finance Committee Membership: Dave Fisher has volunteered for the vacant Finance Committee position. Doug Rovang has expressed interest in next years (2010) opening and Tony Belden in the following years (2011) opening.

2. Conf has no issues

3. MAC has no issues

4. PAC has no issues

5. TEC has no issues

6. WUC – Per the article 9 of the Section Policies & Procedures of Councils/Committees, I recommend the Chair appoint and the Board approve the WUC roster as provided.
Awards (Dave Brown)

The APC chair (Jon Eaton) and Awards Committee Chair (Dave Brown) met to assess current awards and to consider whether to add/change any awards.  Current annual awards are the Leonard Thompson, George Warren Fuller, Operator Meritorious Service Award and Volunteer of the Year Award.  Other awards that have been given out to MN Section members, but not on an annual basis, include the Diversity Award, Honorary Member, Ken Miller (Water for People) Award.  Although the Operator Meritorious Award is hoped to be an annual award, there have been several years where no award was given because no nominations were received.

The awards available through AWWA were reviewed and several were considered as applicable to the MN Section or specific MN Section members.

The goal would be to maintain a healthy balance between recognizing members and having so many awards that the importance of each award gets diluted if too many awards are presented each year. 

There was discussion of whether there is much difference between the Thompson and Fuller Awards.  As invariably it seems that people who receive the Thompson Award then receive the Fuller award and vice versa.  We will review the differences between the two awards and consider what each award recognizes.  If there is little difference between the two awards, the APC may bring forth a recommendation to the board to consider consolidating the two awards into one.

Following are goals for the Awards Committee for the upcoming year.

1. Document and enact a procedure for nominating members for awards other than the Fuller and Thompson Awards.  These two awards already have a procedure in place. 

2. Annually review other potential awards and potential recipients. 

3. Consider implementing an annual award to recognize a service provider.

4. Determine a schedule for advertising nominations, reviewing nominees, ordering awards and presenting awards.

5. Determine and implement methods to advertise for award nominations.
Finance (Barb Woolsey)
The Finance Committee met on December 29, 2008 at the Bloomington Water Treatment Plant. Barb Woolsey (chair), Christine Meyer, Jon Eaton, Stew Thornley and David Brown were present. 

Financial Status

It was agreed by all that the performance of our investments was very poor in 2008 (a drop of 39.1 percent from $322,303 on October 31, 2007 to $196,195 on October 31, 2008) although the decline was in line with the overall market during that period.

The section will transfer $5,326.44 from the checking account to the David B. Morris Endowment Fund for 2007 activities (forgot to make the 2008 transfer).

2008 Professional Audit

The committee will have an audit performed since a new secretary-treasurer has taken over. The Secretary/Treasurer will present to the board at the January board meeting a proposal by KDV to complete an audit of the Section’s financial books. KDV is the same accounting firm who did our most recent audit and typically does our annual taxes.

Financial Services

The new investment policy statement (IPS) was provided to Wells Fargo (as represented by Travis Johnson) by Brown and Thornley at a meeting at Wells Fargo in October 2008.  The investment policy statement tells the investment policy what minimum services the Section requires its investment company to provide to us.  Johnson provided the committee with a quarterly report on December 23, 2008 to meet one of the requirements stipulated in the IPS.  For now we will proceed ahead with Wells Fargo as our investment company.  The finance committee signed a copy of the IPS at today’s meeting and Thornley will get the Wells Fargo representative to sign the IPS.  In 2009 the finance committee will consider soliciting other investment firms to determine if the investment services we require can be obtained at a reduced price from Wells Fargo’s management fees and fund loads.  Stew will also determine from Travis Johnson which of our investment funds meets each of our investment goals.

Five-Year Financial Plan Update

The basic elements of the current five-year financial plan are similar to the previous five-year plan and includes maintaining a reserve fund equal to 50 percent of annual budgeted expenses, an endowment fund with adequate funding to provide annual income that equals the expenses for the scholarship committee (this is currently estimated at $180,000), and an operating fund equal to 10 percent of the annual budgeted expenses. Other items of the new five year financial plan include quarterly reporting to committees and council chairs showing their budgeted income and expenses versus actual income and expenses. 

The finance committee recommends that the Board should continue monthly review of section finances including investments.  In light of the downturn in the economy, the Finance committee recommends that the board review all programs so that if market trends continue downward, the Board could quickly implement needed changes to questionable or less relevant programs.   

Committee membership

Doug Rovang’s term expired in September 2008.  Barb Woolsey’s term will expire in September 2009.  Christine Meyer’s term will expire in September 2010.  The committee will try to identify AWWA members to fill the vacant spot on the committee (created by the expiration of Rovang’s term) and someone to fill Barb’s spot on the committee when it expires.  The committee members will approach potential replacement members and will also advertise in the eBreeze for committee member replacements. 
Information Technology (Carol Kaszynski)
On November 19th, 2008, the Technology committee and the PI committee held a joint meeting to discuss the use of the eBreeze electronic newsletter and general questions on utilizing technology to communicate to the section members.  The PI committee had conducted an electronic survey of what the section members thought about the eBreeze and responses to the survey were discussed.  As an example, over 50% of the members responding felt that sending out the eBreeze once a quarter was adequate.  Other items discussed were the use of electronic forums to communicate with the members.  Stew Thornley pointed out that the Yahoo forum had been discontinued due to the lack of use.  The meeting closed with discussion on developing a new appearance for the eBreeze.
Membership (Gary Warner)
STATISTICS:

· Member ship count from last report (12/30/08):
1033

· Membership count as of 1/19/09;
1060

· Individual Membership
940

· Service Membership
14

· Utility Membership
106

· Ranking among other Sections
22

· We have gained 27 new members for the time period of 12/31/07 to 12/31/08.

· The Minnesota Section has won “The Club Seven Award” for increasing section membership by 11.89%, the largest increase of any other section in our division.  The Award will be presented at the Section Officers’ Forum at the 2009Annaul Conference and Exposition in San Diego, CA. 

COMMITTEE PROJECTS AND INFORMATION:

· Membership committee has adopted a new policy whereby the Membership Chair will retain the position for a period of two years.  After the two-year period the chair will recruit a new chair from the membership committee.
· Herb Watry has volunteered to be the new committee chair.  He will assume the position at the 2009 Conference in Sept. 2009.
· Dave Hume has volunteered to be a member on the Membership committee.
· Working with Denver in determining status of late dues payments by some utilities
· Herb Watry will be attending the 2009 AWWA Membership Summit in San Antonio, TX.  The Summit starts the 29th of January.
· Membership will have a booth at the Rural Water Conference in March.  The booth has been reserved and will be staffed by Membership committee members and anyone else who volunteers.
· We are starting prepare for a membership committee meeting to be held in St. Cloud in March at the Rural Water Conference.
Nominating (Karla Peterson, Dave Schultz)
Chair-elect (Karla Peterson)

Karla is working on a list of candidates to bring back to the board at the next meeting in May 2009.

Trustee-At-Large (Pat Shea)

The current term ends in Oct 2009. Pat will bring a list of candidates back to the board at the next meeting in May 2009.

Director (Dave Schultz)

The Director’s term does not end until June 2011. Elections will be held at the 2010 Fall Conference.

Conference Council (Corey Lubovich)

No Report.


Minnesota Associates Council (Tony Belden)
Minutes of the December 3, 2008 Meeting of the Minnesota Associates Council
The December 3, 2008 MAC meeting was held in the conference room of Engineering America, in Oakdale, MN.  The meeting was called to order by Council Chair Tony Belden at 9:00 AM.

1. Attendance

A. MAC members present at the meeting: Voting Members - Tony Belden, Dave Scheerer, Paul Thom, Rod Ganther, Scott Bredehoft, Greg Johnson, Brad Forester, Kelly Lange-Haider, Chris Larson, and Bob McNutt.  Non Voting Members – Chris Voeltz, representing Water for People, and Jay Whittaker, the annual conference fishing tournament organizer.

2. Approval of Minutes 

A. David Scheerer, MAC Secretary, presented the minutes from the July 31, 2008 MAC meeting.  David Scheerer made the motion to accept the minutes.  Paul Thom seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

3. 2009 MAC Roster and MAC Organization Statement Changes

A. The Council Chair presented his 2009 MAC Roster

1. A copy of the roster is attached at the end of these minutes

B. The Council Chair presented a revised MAC Organization Statement dated 10-31-08.

1. A copy of the 10-31-08 revised MAC Organization Statement is attached at the end of these minutes.

2. David Scheerer made a motion to approve the revised MAC Organization Statement.

a. Scott Bredehoft seconded the motion

b. A vote was taken and the MAC Organization Statement, Revised 10-31-08, was unanimously approved by MAC voting members present at the meeting.

4. Committee Reports

A. Exhibits Committee: Chair Scott Bredehoft gave the report.

1. Scott reported that the the Vendor Exhibition at the 2008 MN Section Conference in Duluth was again a success.

2. Scott discussed with the MAC ideas that might help increase traffic through the exhibit hall.

a.  Several notable ideas were presented including:

i. Have two types of conference registrations, a utility employee registration and an associate member registration.  Both registrations would be the same price, but only utility employees would be eligible for exhibit hall door prizes.

ii. Serve beer in the exhibit hall toward the end of the day.

b. Paul Thom volunteered to serve as the vice-chair of the Exhibits Committee.

B. Annual Conference Fishing Tournament work group

1. Jay Whitaker gave the report

a. Jay reported that the fishing tournament has grown and that in 2008 we filled seven boats

b. Six of the seven boats had paying corporate sponsors

c. Jay presented several ideas that he may implement in the future so that all of those desiring to participate in the fishing tournament can get a slot on a desirable boat.

C. Social Committee: Chair Paul Thom gave the report.  

1. The MAC Chair stated that Todd Bredesen has resigned his position as Social Committee Chair and he then introduced Paul Thom as his choice to serve as the new Social Committee Chair

2. Paul reported that the 2008 MN Section Annual Conference social activities were a success

3. Paul stated that he will continue on with the social programs established by Bredesen.

D. Endowment Committee: Chair Rod Ganther gave the report.

1. Rod reported that the 2008 Endowment Fund contributions are slightly above the goal

E. ACE Meal/Social: Tony Belden gave the report.

1. Tony reported that he has reserved a location and a time slot for the 2009 MN Section breakfast at the ACE in San Diego, CA.

2. Tony also reported that he will continue to look for an appropriate off-site location because of the very high cost of having the event at a conference hotel.

5. Minnesota Section Update: Report given by Tony Belden

A. Tony passed around the most resent MN Section Financial Report for review by Council members.

B. Tony reported that he will be attending the January 2009 Section Board Meeting and that he will present the revised MAC Mission Statement and Roster to the Board at that meeting.

6. National MAC Report: no report was given.

7. Young Professionals: Report given by Brad Forester for Todd Butz

A. Brad reported that Lisa Vollbrecht is the incoming YP Committee Chair for 2009

B. Brad reported that the YP events at the 2008 Section Conference were again successful.

1. The Texas Hold’em evening has become particularly successful.

C. Tony Belden said that he will contact Lisa Vollbrecht and invite her to future MAC meetings.

8. Water For People: Report given by Chris Voeltz

A. Chris reported that close to $5,000 was raised for Water for People at the 2008 Annual Conference.

9. Water for People Concert: Report by Chris Voeltz and Tony Belden

A. The  WFP group is moving forward with plans to host a concert in the Spring of 2009

1. Profits from the concert would be contributed to WFP

2. In addition to AWWA members, the general public will be invited to the concert

3. Current target date is sometime in April of 2009

4. The group is working with an experienced concert promoter – Rod Volker.  Rod is the promoter for WeFest, held annually in Detroit Lakes, MN

5. The concert will be modeled after a similar event sponsored by the Indiana Section of AWWA.

10. MAC Section Competitions Committee: Report by Tony Belden

A. MAC Chair Tony Belden has created a new MAC Committee called Section Competition Committee.

B. Tony reported that Chris Glassing has agreed to accept the leadership position of the newly created Section Competitions Committee.

1. Section competitions will include:

a. Meter Madness

b. Water Taste Test

c. Pipe Tapping 

2. The ultimate goal of the committee is to conduct the above three competitions in each MN District at the District’s Annual Operators School.  

a. Winners of the district competition will travel to compete at the Annual MN Section Conference.

b. The MN Section Conference winners will travel to compete at the national level at the AWWA ACE Conference.

3. Greg Johnson, Chris Larson, and Dave Harris (by a proxy vote from Tony Belden) volunteered to assist Chris Glassing with the organization and ongoing activities of the Section Competitions Committee.

11. Next Meeting 

A. The next MAC meeting is scheduled for 9:00 AM, Tuesday, April 7th, 2009, at the Engineering America offices, in Oakdale, MN.

12. Adjourn

A. David Scheerer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tony Belden seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned.


Public Affairs Council (Myron Volker)
Public Information (Terry Neuman)
On November 19th, 2008, the Information Technology and the Public Information committees held a joint meeting to discuss the use of the eBreeze electronic newsletter and general questions on utilizing technology to communicate to the section members.  The PI committee had conducted an electronic survey of what the section members thought about the eBreeze and responses to the survey were discussed.  As an example, over 50% of the members responding felt that sending out the eBreeze once a quarter was adequate.  Other items discussed were the use of electronic forums to communicate with the members.  Stew Thornley pointed out that the Yahoo forum had been discontinued due to the lack of use.  The meeting closed with discussion on developing a new appearance for the eBreeze.
Publications (Rod Volker)
No report.
Water for People (Chris Voeltz)
Fundraiser Schedule 2009

SE Section  
Rochester 

March 11-13

Myron Volker 

SW Section

Redwood Falls

April 1


Chris Voeltz

Metro Section
Bloomington 

April 7-9

Dave Holland, Nuzhat 

Concert

Medina 


April 17


Bernie Bullert

NE Section

Ely


May 13-15

Corey Lubovich 

Spring Golf

Shakopee

May 21


Chris V., Dave H. 

Central

Deerwood

June 10-12

Mike Mies

AWWA Golf

Duluth


Sept. 29

MAC- Brad Forester

AWWA fishing
Duluth


Sept. 29

MAC- Jay Whitaker

AWWA Sport. Clays
Duluth


Sept. 29

Randy Poore

AWWA ribbons
Duluth


Sept. 30-Oct. 2

Entire committee

SW Section

unknown

Oct. 1


Chris Voeltz

Central 

St. John’s Campus
Oct. 21


Mike Mies 

MPWA

Brooklyn Center

Nov.


Tom Mathisen 

NW Section

Bemidji


Dec. 1-3

Chad Troitte 

Items of Interest

· The Minnesota section raised $9,690.73 in 2008.

· Water for People concert- Bernie Bullert is heading up a subcommittee to organize a concert to benefit Water for People. The group has met twice and has reserved the Medina Entertainment Center on Friday April 17th. The committee has a couple of bands identified to hire to play that evening, but are still working out the final details to reserve them. Concert goers will be able to buy tickets at the door or in advance through the Medina website. The committee is working on details to sell corporate group tickets with a pre-concert meet and greet. The committee wants to emphasize that we are trying to reach out to the general public (not limited to the water and wastewater industry) to help raise awareness for Water for People and to help support this cause. Details are to follow soon.    

· Water for People is currently involved with projects in 5 different countries- Bolivia, Guatemala, Honduras, India, and Malawi with plans to expand to 10 countries by 2011. The new countries include Ecuador, Nicaragua, Rwanda, Uganda, and the Dominican Republic.

· There will be two Water for People country tours in 2009, Honduras in February, and Malawi in September. The committee has budgeted money in the 2009 budget for a committee member to attend each of the country tours in 2009. The committee members who attend these country tours will be expected to give presentations at the various schooling events and use their experience to help with fundraising activities.    

· The committee is planning a meeting in February to review the 2009 schedule and discuss any new ideas for fundraising. 

Scholarship (Doug Klamerus)
No report.
Young Professionals (Lisa Vollbrecht)
Subcommittee Updates:

Membership: YPC Membership Subcommittee received eight memberships from the University of Minnesota MEESE group social in November.  Applications were routed to MN AWWA and then to National AWWA.  National AWWA contacted Bo Johnston to explain that that Student Memberships do not have to pay Section fees and the cost per student membership should be $28 dollars (versus the $36 advertised at the meeting).  

The Membership Subcommittee will be looking to promote another YP recruitment event at the U of M in early spring to push Scholarship applications and Fresh Ideas Poster Competition.  

Social: See Upcoming Events

Outreach: The WoW! Poster Competition was successful!  Girl Scout Troupes were able to get an environmental service patch for participating.  Prizes were given out and all winners received a copy of the Breeze.
Fresh Ideas: Subcommittee Chair -Vacant.  

Upcoming Events:

Waterous Company Tour – South St. Paul

Partners/Sponsors:
YPC

Training Council (Chris Glassing)
Education Committee (John Thom)

The following District Schools and Educational Opportunities will be held in 2009.


March 11-13, 2009—Southeast Water Operators School, Ramada Hotel and Conference Center (formerly Best Western Apache), Rochester. Contact Dean Huschle, 507-645-3051, for more information.


April 1, 2009—Southwest Water Operators School, Redwood Area Community Center, Redwood Falls. Contact Mark Sweers, 507-389-5561, for more information.


April 7-9, 2009—Metro Water Operators School, Ramada Mall of America (formerly the Thunderbird), Bloomington. Contact Jeanette Boothe, 651-201-4697, or Stew Thornley, 651-201-4655, for more information.


May 13-15, 2009—Northeast Water Operators School, Grand Ely Lodge, Ely. Contact Jeanette Boothe, 651-201-4697, or Stew Thornley, 651-201-4655, for more information.


June 10-12, 2009—Central Water Operators School, Ruttger’s Bay Lake Lodge, Deerwood. Contact Lisa Vollbrecht, 320-255-7225, for more information.


September 30-October 2, 2009—Minnesota American Water Works Association Conference, Duluth Entertainment and Convention Center. Contact Corey Lubovich, 218-262-7725, for more information.


October 7, 2009—Southwest Water Operators School, St. Peter or Mankato. Contact Mark Sweers, 507-389-5561, for more information.


October 21, 2009—Central Water Operators School, St. John’s University, Collegeville. Contact Lisa Vollbrecht, 320-255-7225, for more information.


December 1-3, 2009—Northwest Water Operators School, Hampton Inn & Suites, Bemidji. Contact Jeanette Boothe, 651-201-4697, or Stew Thornley, 651-201-4655, for more information.

The 2009 Drinking Water Institute will be August 10-12 in Oakdale.

As part of the Water Works! Drinking Water Institute, Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) and Minnesota Section AWWA worked with Hamline University CGEE to develop an interactive module on drinking water called the Urban Water Cycle.  While this includes a teachers’ guide and will be used in the Institutes, it is also available to water systems and the general public.  The module is available on the MDH web site at http://health.state.mn.us/water/urbancycle/index.html and will be available on the Minnesota Section AWWA web site (http://mnawwa.org).  The program is also on a disk that may be purchased from Hamline University.  To order, call 651-523-2480 or go to http://cgee.hamline.edu/cgee_store/index.html. 
Management Schools (Scott Anderson)
The 2009 Midwest Regional Water Utility Management Institute will be held March 9-11, 2009 at the U of M Continuing Education and Conference Center, St. Paul campus.  The input from last years’ attendees was great and we are incorporating some suggestions and ideas into the 2009 schedule.  Please continue to support this great program through attendance and word of mouth advertising.  For more information visit www.cce.umn.edu/management_institute.
Research Committee (Doug Lubben)
The next Surface Water Treatment Workshop will be held in Spring 2010.  The Annual Committee meeting will be on Thursday, October 1, 2009 at the Annual Conference in Duluth, MN.  Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Research Committee should contact Doug Lubben.  
Safety Committee (Tom Ozzello)
Phil Zollinger of St. Paul Regional Water has joined the committee.  A meeting was held on Wednesday December 10, 2008 to discuss the AWWA webcasts and training and how it can be utilized within other utilities.

Small Systems (Chad Troitte and Rick Wanner)
Paul Thom of HD Supply Waterworks has joined the committee.  A meeting was held on January 2, 2009 to discuss details regarding a scholarship program.  The program would include an application process that will award scholarships for individuals to attend the Annual Conference in Duluth.  One scholarship will be awarded to an individual in three different Districts annually with a rotation schedule established within each of the six Minnesota Section Districts.  The scholarship recipient will be required to complete a questionnaire outlining their experience at the Annual Conference.  This report will be used to improve the programming and attendance at the Annual Conference as well as justification to the individuals’ utility for sending them to future conferences.  The Small Systems Committee would work with the Scholarship Committee and the respective District Trustee to promote and award scholarships. 

Water Utility Council (Bernie Bullert)
AWWA-MN Water Utility Council

Meeting Minutes - DRAFT
Thursday, December 11, 2008

Location:
Wenck & Associates, Inc.; Maple Plain, Minnesota

A.  Roll Call (10:05 am)

In-person attendance:
Todd Bredeson, Bernie  Bullert, Chris Elvrum, Scott Fronek, Ruth Hubbard, Kurt Johnson, Adam Kramer, Dennis Martenson, Cliff McLain, Grant Meyer, Dick Nagy, Karla Peterson, Laurel Reeves, Shahin Rezania, Bill Schluenz, Michael Semmens, Pat Shea, Ed Sorenson, Dave Wagner and Bill Wright.    

Via phone attendance:
Nicole Blasing, Carol Bloomel Johnson, Cliff McClain, and Peter Moulton.

Not present:
Dave Brown, Bob Cockriel, Paul Coone, Steve Gleason, Bill Janssen, Craig Johnson, Doug Lubben, Doug Rovang, Dave Schultz, Bill Spain, and Stew Thornley.

B.  Housekeeping

     Agenda:  Add under D., Cliff McClain, National update.

C.  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (Wednesday, September 24, 2008, Duluth)

     1.  Page 1, E 1, there is a blank that input is needed from Craig Johnson to complete these minutes.

     2.  Page 3, F 2 i 1, second line the word “staged” should be “stated”.

D.  Congress, EPA Update

1.  A Regulatory Update handout was provided by Bill Wright from Bob Peplin.  It was noted that those members with an “*” after their names are on the AWWA-MN Legislative Committee.

2.  Cliff McClain reported that the national AWWA WUC is trying to improve communications with the Section WUCs.  Cliff also reported that his term on the national Standards Council is coming to an end in June and applications for his replacement are due at the end of December 2008.  Karla Peterson indicated that the Section could provide letter(s) of support for any Section member that might be interested in applying.  Cliff also reported that he was going of as a liaison to the AWWA Water Utility Council.

E.  Legislative Report from LMNC Representative

1. Since Craig Johnson could not make the meeting, there was not a report from him.  2. Bernie Bullert reported that Rep. Hanson would carry a bill to reinstitute the LCW (Minnesota Legislative Commission on Water), however, due to the current projected State budget shortfall, this is unlikely to happen in the upcoming session, i.e. funding for the LCW to be funded.

3. Karla Peterson reported on Impaired Waters Funding from the Constitutional Amendment recently passed in the November 2008 ballot initiative.  She also provided a handout dated prior to the election that provides some details on it. Although many things are yet to be worked out, Section 1 of the Constitutional Amendment states that “…at least five percent of the clean water fund must be spent only to protect drinking water sources…”.  This 5% is estimated to produce some 5 to 6 million dollars per year for the next 30 years.  The details of where the money goes, etc. will be decided by the Clean Water Council which now includes:  AG, BOWSER, DNR, MC and MPCA.  It was noted that MDH is not part of the Clean Water Council and some members of the WUC indicated that this should be changed if possible.

F.  State Related Water Issues

1. a. Ed Sorenson provided a brief update on the EQB and thanked the WUC for his opportunity to serve as the liaison and noted that a replacement for him would be needed.  (Carol Blommel Johnson volunteered to replace Ed as the liaison from the WUC to the EQB.)  He reported that the State Water Report on Sustainability is on the web at www.eqb.state.mn.us.  Chris Elvrum, who was a member of the committee that prepared the report, reported his interest was trying to ensure that the report was not in conflict with the Water Plans being submitted for communities in the Metro Area.  Laurel Reeves provided some history as to why the report was prepared.  Basically, the report was started as a result of MPCA concerns over the water needs of the Ethanol industry in Minnesota.  

2. a. Ruth Hubbard reported that the Rural Water Association was preparing for their annual March conference.  She also mentioned that she would be one of approximately 80 people from rural water associations around the country attending the inaugural of President-elect Obama in January.

b. Karla Peterson reported that today a hearing was being held by State Senator John Marty from 4 – 6 pm in Room 107 of the State Capitol Building with a focus on “antibiotics” from both human and animal use and its impact on the environment.  She said there were some 24 water quality samples taken around the State of Minnesota from three types of water: Raw surface water; Raw ground water and Finished water and none of these samples resulted in any “antibiotics” being detected.  Dr. Michael Semmens reported that the use of chlorine in drinking water prevents these from occurring in finished water and that they are primarily a concern for wastewater.  Karla also reported discussions have been held with Rep. Jim Oberstar by the MDH relative to the potential for infrastructure funding.  She also reported that the USGS has been gathering data on WTP locations and this is not available under Minnesota law; however, it would be available under the Federal FOIA (freedom of information act).  Pat Shea pointed out that this data was provided in the reports on vulnerability assessments for WTPs.  The Federal government also has this information, i.e. locations, for WWTPs.  Karla said she will ask more questions and report back at our next meeting.

c. Chris Elvrum reported that the Metropolitan Area Master Water Supply Plan Draft was available for public comments through Tuesday, December 16, 2008.  This report includes primarily action steps relative to future water sources and is not too prescriptive but includes some suggestions.  It includes several appendices including community and county profiles for the entire metropolitan area.

d. Laurel Reeves reported that the Compact (water conservation) went into effect on Monday, 12-8-2008.  She suggested looking at the Fresh Water Society web site as they also had some information on the water sustainability issue.  DNR held a meeting on ground water last month.  Chris Elvrum pointed out that Water Supply Plans are due and in fact are now overdue.  Peter Moulton asked if cities had been responding and Laurel said she had not heard of either refusals or rejections.  Shahin Rezania reported that Minneapolis had provided comments on the low flow/drought response but they  had not received any feedback.  Laurel also reported that the new Mel Cyn (who retired) is Dave Leuthe at DNR.

e. Nicole Basing reported that new guidance on land application of lime sludge from WTPs is being developed by the MPCA and she will provide copies to the WUC when it is complete.  Adam Kramer asked if they were working with the Department of Agriculture and she said no, but their requirements are included for reference.  Shahin Rezania asked if the MPCA document would be required in a permit and she said no that the MPCA requirements are only guidelines and that the Department of Agriculture would continue to issue permits.

f. Dave Schultz was on vacation in Montana so there was not any report from him.

g. Ruth Hubbard provided an update and handout on WARN (Minnesota Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network).  Their steering committee is going to a state wide committee that is composed of approximately 35 members.  They are taking applications daily from interested communities.  WARN Board members will be meeting with other emergency response agencies but this effort is still in its infancy and primarily through informal channels.  The 2009 Minnesota Rural Water Association annual conference will include a WARN booth.

h. Bernie Bullert reported that although Al Lamm will not be a member of the WUC any longer, he will continue on the State Plumbing Board and will keep Bernie informed on issues of interest to the WUC.

i. Adam Kramer reported that the Gopher One-Call cumulative volume decreased in 2004 and 2005 some 25% and 21% respectively.  There is a push to use the Internet Ticket (aka, “I-tick”).  Call Adam if anyone has questions.

j. Dr. Michael Semmens reported on water supply related projects that the Dept. of Civil Engineering, U of MN is working on.  These include ongoing work with the SPRWS surface water quality impact from aeration being added to one of the lakes serving the McCarrons WTP.  The Civil Engineering Department is preparing a proposal (which also includes Ken Brooks from Forestry, faculty from the infrastructure program in addition to CE faculty members Mikki Honzo, Ray Holzowski and Semmens) to the Institute on Environment for a seed grant of $1.5 million for four years for treatment response to Water Quality.  This project is trying to leverage some work that is being done in Europe.  Dr. Holzowski would be looking at DBPs.

G.
Roster to Board

Bernie Bullert reminded members to let him know if there were any needed changes to the roster.

H.
Other


1. Bernie Bullert reported that the Minnesota Section representatives going to attend the AWWA 2009 Fly-in to be held in Washington, DC had been arranged last week.  Those section members attending include Cliff McClain, trainer, and Dave Wagner and Shahin Rezania.



2. Ruth Hubbard reported that potential mechanisms for the talked about infrastructure funding being discussed by the new Administration may include through the existing SRFs and/or the Department of Agriculture to rural development.  Projects would need to be on the current needs lists for funding.  Pat Shea reported that Tommy Holmes indicated that projects needed could be funded that were not yet funded or planned could be included, i.e. basically an acceleration of projects.


3. Those attending the meeting via conference call requested that handouts be provided with the minutes.  This will be done.


4. Some discussion of the Dedicated Water Fund and how these may be distributed ensued.   It was indicated that there would be upcoming meetings on this issue and that is a reason that it would be nice to have the LWC again in place.  Some thought the most likely scenario was that the governor would recommend to the legislature and then they would pass legislation on the distribution of funds each year.


5. Cake was available to honor Ed Sorenson for his years of service to the profession and the WUC.  (Ed is retiring from Eden Prairie at the end of December.)

I. 
Next Meeting


Second Tuesday in March 2009 (12th) at the Apple Valley City Hall at 10:00 am.

J. 
Adjourn (11:35 AM)

Attachments:
Handouts as noted in the minutes include:

1. Meeting Agenda – 2 pages (as distributed)

2. House Research – Short Subjects – September 2008 – 3 pages

Dedicated Funding for Natural Resources, Arts, and Cultural Purposes

3. Regulatory Update – 6 pages

4. MnWARN Members – 2 pages
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