MINNESOTA AWWA GOVERNING BOARD MEETING

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, May 1, 2009
Best Western and Bigwood Event Center, Fergus Falls, Minnesota
AGENDA

1.
CALL TO ORDER (Spain)

Called to order at 8:04 a.m.

2.
ROLL CALL (Thornley)
Position
Name
Present?
Executive Board of Directors
Chair-elect
Pete Moulton, St. Peter
Yes

Chair
Bill Spain, St. Cloud Technical College
Yes

Past Chair
Karla Peterson, Minn. Dept. Health (MDH)
Yes

Director
Dave Schultz, MDH
Yes

Secretary/Treasurer
Stew Thornley, MDH
Yes

Assistant Secretary
Dave Brown, AE2S
Yes

District Trustees
Central
Lisa Vollbrecht (co-trus.), St. Cloud (exp. 2010)
Yes
Central
Lyle Stai (co-trustee), retired (expires 2010)
Yes
Metro
Paul Coone, New Hope (expires 2011)
Yes
Northeast
Steve Lipinski, Duluth (expires 2011)
No
Northwest
Brian Bergantine, AE2S (expires 2009)
Yes

Southeast
Dean Huschle, Northfield (expires 2009)
Yes
Southwest
Mark Sweers, MDH (expires 2010)
Yes

At-Large
Pat Shea, St. Cloud (expires 2009)
Yes
Councils and Committees
Administrative & Policy (APC)
Jon Eaton, Bloomington (expires 2011)
Yes
Conference (Conf)
Corey Lubovich, Hibbing (expires 2010)
Yes

Minnesota Associates (MAC)
Tony Belden, Engineering America (exp. 2010)
Yes

Public Affairs (PAC)
Myron Volker, Owatonna (expires 2009)
Yes

Training & Education (TEC)
Chris Glassing, ACIPCO (expires 2010)
Yes

Water Utility (WUC)
Bernie Bullert, TKDA (expires 2009)
No
3.
CONSENT REPORT (Spain)
MINUTES APPROVAL:
January 30, 2009 – Governing Board working session

January 31, 2009 – Governing Board meeting

Corrections/Additions: 

FINANCIAL REPORT (Stew Thornley)

As of March 31, 2009, section income was $64,995 and expenses were $30,803 for a net ordinary income of $34,192. Investments are down since the beginning of the year by $17,851 for a net income of 16,341.
ASSOCIATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT (Dave Schultz)
This is exciting times for AWWA, a lot is happening in the organization.  Recently, Pete Moulton, Jon Eaton, and I attended the RMSO (Regional Meeting of Section Officers) in Toronto Canada at this meeting we were informed that Gary Zimmerman had resigned as Executive Director of AWWA, stating personal reasons for his resignation. You may remember in my past reports stating that “time will tell” on the new Executive Director, and it has.  Paula I. MacIlwaine, Current AWWA employee, was named the Interim Executive Director.  It is somewhat provoking for the Directors that the Executive Committee is only stating that Mr. Zimmerman left because of personal reasons.  That’s all I know about the resignation.  

As an association AWWA is echoing the economy, it is struggling.  Income and investments are down unexpected costs (due to downturn of the stock markets) having put a strain on the retirement accounts and AWWA’s financial obligations to these accounts.  Recently, there have been a number of employees who have left the organization.  Plus, a new software system for the association was recently purchased.  This investment has been very expensive to implement and still has many “Bugs” to work out. You may have noticed some issues if you tried to sign up for the ACE on line this year.   This news may sound bleak, but it is not surprising to me.  Many associations are facing the same challenges as AWWA.  The down turn of this economy has touched AWWA.  

So what is in the future?  First off, AWWA is not in panic mode.  It’s not abandoning its plans.  We are keeping our vision in mind.  But, need to make some corrections.  Cuts will be made; areas that are considered are building maintenance, consulting services, travel expense, staff training, telephone, supplies, etc…  Short term cuts are expected to minimize the financial impact.  The association understands that travel restrictions have been implemented for many members, so we are responding by offering the first ever on line participation at the Water Quality Technology Conference (WQTC).  This would allow members to participate in the conference with out the travel cost.  Another new implementation is the newly developed on line training courses which can be accessed by members at any time.  These new ideas have been developed to meet the changing dynamics of its members and are optimistic about the outcome.   

All sections have been asked to sign an Affiliation Agreement between sections and national AWWA.  What is this about? 

Risk Reduction   

Ensuring strong oversight for maintenance of tax-exempt status

Improving indemnification and the ability to maintain D&O liability insurance for all parties

Strengthening “Brand” protection

Protecting intellectual property of AWWA and Sections

What is being asked is that Minnesota Section sign a draft copy of the Affiliation Agreement.  This draft agreement will be changed, manly word changes with the same content.  My recommendation to the board is NOT sign the draft agreement but sign a letter of intent to sign the agreement after the final draft is complete. 

Recently, many members participated in a Member Value Survey.  In fact, over 11,000 people participated in the survey. A report is now out on the findings.  The findings will be used to shape the future of this organization to better align services and value that the members want.

Member Value Study

Phase I

Define AWWA’s “value story” around critical member audiences by identifying what water professionals want and where they find the most value.

Phase II

Identify a membership model that leverages value for all AWWA members and ensures future financial stability for the organization.

When all is said, were in interesting times. But in my heart, I feel AWWA is on the right track making the right decision in deal with these economic times.

DISTRICT REPORTS


Northwest District (Brian Bergantine)
No report.

Northeast District (Steve Lipinski)
No report.

Central District (Lisa Vollbrecht, Lyle Stai)
The Central District Planning Committee met on February 13, 2009 to prepare the agenda for the three day training session June 10-12, 2009.  The agenda is finalized and posted to the website.  Jeanette Booth completed the mailing and is accepting registrations (THANKS FOR YOUR HELP JEANETTE!).  

Good News!  There was concern regarding lower conference registrations.  In working with Jeanette, the participation rates for most district trainings are similar to previous years.

MARK YOUR CALENDERS!

The MN AWWA Central District Three Day Training session held at Ruttger’s Lodge in Deerwood, MN is scheduled for June 10-12, 2009.  

The MN AWWA Central District One Day Training session held at St. John’s University in Collegeville, MN is scheduled for October 21, 2009. Anyone interested in speaking/presenting or assisting with the session, please contact Lisa Vollbrecht at (320) 255-7225 or a Central District Planning Committee member.


Metro District (Paul Coone)
No report.


Southwest District (Mark Sweers)
On January 22, 2009 the Southwest District held its annual winter meeting in Mankato to plan the spring school. The meeting was well attended by committee members and District Officers 

The Southwest District held its spring school in Redwood Falls on April 1, 2009. There were 77 operators present plus speakers and venders. The agenda included an MDH Update, Pipe and Meter Sizing, Honduras Water Project Presentation, Filter Operation and Maintenance, and water distribution activities. 

At the district business meeting Brad Lueders, City of Canby was elected Vice- chair replacing David Marks, City of Marshall who moves to the Chair position. Chris Voeltz, St. Peter will remain the Chair until the fall section conference.

As part of the distribution activities Chris Glassing and Chris Voeltz held the “Meter Madness” competition which drew numerous participants. The winners were:

Bryan Linder, City of Wells – 1:05.78

Jason Gerdts, City of Janesville – 1:06:53

Gary Krumholtz, City of Fairmont – 1:08.90

The first place winner received free registration and expenses to the Section Conference in Duluth. Second place won $30.00 and third was paid $20.00.

The next planning meeting for the district will be held in August and fall school is scheduled for Wednesday, October 7, 2009 at the Best Western in North Mankato.


Southeast District (Dean Huschle)

The MN AWWA’s Southeast District Operators School was held this spring at the Ramada Hotel and Conference Center in Rochester.  The 3-day school ran from Wednesday, March 11th  to Friday, March 13th.  There were 106 full registrations and 22 people taking exams.  Jon Eaton and Brian LeMon spoke at the operator’s breakfast on their travels helping people with water needs.  Jon spoke about his trip to Honduras and Brian spoke about the Amazon rain forest.  At another session, David Brown spoke about his work over in Palestine.  Operators also competed in the District’s first Meter Madness competition. The vendors display continues to be a popular item and our guest speaker, Mr. Al Batt, returned to give a very informative and entertaining talk. The Water for People raffle raised $767, compared to $600 last year.  At the business meeting, Dennis Duchene from Faribault was elected as the incoming District Trustee and Wylie Rindels from Rochester was elected as District Chair-elect.


Trustee-At-Large (Pat Shea)

No report.
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Administration Council (Jon Eaton)
The council has begun to review and update Section by-laws and policies & procedures. The hope is to have the review completed before the fall conference and begin discussing any changes/updates. In conjunction, the Section mission, vision, and strategic planning documents were reviewed (see minutes from the Strategic Planning session) earlier this month.

On April 23, the APC held a teleconference (attended by Jon Eaton, David Brown, Mark Sweers, Tony Belden, and Chris Glassing) to discuss any issues needing additional research or information before being discussed at the upcoming board meeting. No specific issues were identified. 

The group discussed the bylaw, and policies & procedure update (the distribution of pertinent items to each area and general time line for completion), the creation of templates for the strategic/business plans (including a more detailed budgeting section), and creation of templates for committee/program policies & procedures (will use the WUC template as a starting point). Eaton will bring both templates to the May board meeting for distribution and discussion. The hope is that all groups (executive, districts, and councils/committees) will complete their draft plans for discussion at the fall conference board meeting.
Awards (Dave Brown)

The Awards committee is looking for three more committee members to assist with completing the committee’s goals for 2009 and upcoming years.

1. Document and enact a procedure for nominating members for awards other than the Fuller and Thompson Awards.  These two awards already have a procedure in place. 

2. Annually review other potential awards and potential recipients. 

3. Consider implementing an annual award to recognize a service provider.

4. Determine a schedule for advertising nominations, reviewing nominees, ordering awards and presenting awards.

5. Determine and implement methods to advertise for award nominations.

New committee members would attend 3 (perhaps 4) meetings per year (either in person or by conference call) and perform various tasks between meetings to meet the committees goals.   Please contact the committee chair, Dave Brown, if you are interested.  Contact Dave at 763-463-5036 or david.brown@ae2s.com.
Finance (Barb Woolsey)
The Finance Committee (Stew Thornley, Dave Brown, Dave Harris, Barb Woolsey, Christine Meyer, and Jon Eaton) met on April 20 and discussed the following items:

Financial Status

The Section Financial Status, as of February 29, 2009 was distributed. The Section income was $7,880 and expenses were $16,523 for a net loss of $8,643 since the beginning of 2009. 

Previous Board Meeting

2009 Budget

The board of directors modified the budget of the Young Professionals Committee to include expenses of $1,280 to transfer funds to the scholarship fund and to include $800 for Texas Hold ‘Em prizes and expenses.  The revision will result in a budget of $2,480 for revenues and $5,830 for expenses for a net expense of $3,350.

The board also voted to add $4,444 to the Competitions Committee of the Minnesota Associates Council 2009 budget.

The board defeated a motion to by the Water for People Committee to increase its budget by $3,000.

Unfinished Business

Audit

KDV should have all the materials it needs to complete the audit.
New Business

Review 2009 Budget and Budget comments

We will discuss and revise as necessary the 2009 budget before presenting to the board.

Committee Changes for 2009

David Harris has been added to the committee.  His term will expire in 2011.  Barb Woolsey’s term will expire at the 2009 section conference.  Doug Rovang will rejoin the committee at that time and become chair.  In 2010, when Christine Meyer’s term expires, Tony Belden will join the committee.
Information Technology (Carol Kaszynski)
1. The IT Committee is looking into the feasibility of utilizing social networking for the association.

2. Working on the presenters for the Technology track at the MN AWWA annual conference.

3. Working with the PI Committee on communication needs.

4. Continuing to enhance and update the MN AWWA website.  Still need updates from sections.

Membership (Gary Warner)
MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS:

· Membership count from last report (1/19/09):
1060

· Membership count as of 3/31/09;
1058

· Individual Membership
940

· Service Membership
12

· Utility Membership
106

· Ranking among other Sections
22

· Membership numbers have been stable since the last quarter. Service Memberships are down by 2 but this could be a timing issue in terms of dues payment.
COMMITTEE PROJECTS AND INFORMATION:

· Membership Committee met in St. Cloud at the Rural Water Conference.  Topics discussed included:
· Membership coverage at each of the MDH district schools.  Membership tries to have a committee member at each of the schools who displays membership information and attempts to recruit new members.
· Finding new ways to work with the Y.P. group to further recruitment. 
· Denver’s is sending out a recruitment letter.  The letter will be customized for each section and will be submitted under the signature of the Membership Chair.  Denver had asked for a list of non members the letter could be sent to.  Denver also has a mailing list they intended to use.  Gary Warner to work with Denver to coordinate mailing.
· Hiring Admin. support.  The committee spent significant time discussing hiring a part time admin. support person.
· Summary Reason for part time support:  Membership consists of two parts; recruitment and maintenance.  In terms of maintenance, very little effort is put into it.  Once new members sign up they are forgotten and left up to themselves to determine their involvement in the section. We use our magazine and the annual conference to hold the section together. Involvement and communication of valuable information is key.  There are many recruitment tools that can be used to grow membership that are currently not being exercised.  There is an ongoing requirement in the membership committee to accumulate and organize information and to communicate with other committee’s and members all in an effort of maintaining membership. Denver also requires a significant interaction; they are always doing their piece to grow membership in the organization requiring the interaction and support of the state sections.  Currently the membership committee members attempt to handle these tasks and sometimes they get done and sometimes not.  In any event, they are not done with any consistency, efficiency or accuracy.  At best the effort to grow membership is minimal.   With part time admin. support many of these tasks and more could be dealt with in a consistent and efficient manor.  
· There was significant discussion in support of hiring a part time admin support person.  Discussion included advantages and disadvantages of sharing admin with one of the other committee’s; Advantages and disadvantages of having our own admin.
· Outcome of discussion was that Gary Warner would prepare a draft job description that would be discussed at the meeting in Sept.  The draft job description would help identify tasks and help determine hours per month of support required.  Further discussion will be required for salary and hiring process.
· Herb Watry reported on his trip to the Membership Summit he attended in San Antonio. 
Nominating (Karla Peterson, Dave Schultz)
Chair-elect (Karla Peterson)

After soliciting all eligible candidates, the Nominating Committee recommends approval of Adam Kramer and Bert Tracy as Chair-Elect nominees for the 2009 election.     

Conference Council (Corey Lubovich)

No Report.


Minnesota Associates Council (Tony Belden)
The April 7, 2009 MAC meeting was held in the conference room of Engineering America, in Oakdale, MN.  The meeting was called to order by Council Chair Tony Belden at 9:00 AM.

1. Attendance

A. MAC members present at the meeting: Voting Members - Tony Belden, Steve Mereness, Paul Thom, Rod Ganther, Scott Bredehoft, Greg Johnson, Brad Forester, Dave Harris, Kelly Lange-Haider, Chris Larson, and Bob McNutt.  Non Voting Members – Chris Voeltz, representing Water for People, Jay Whittaker, the annual conference fishing tournament organizer, Ben Mason, MAC National Representative, and Brian Krogsgard with American Cast Iron Pipe Co.

2. Introduction of new members and attendees

A. The Council Chair introduced Steve Mereness, who is taking over for Dave Scheerer as the MAC Secretary.

B. The Council Chair introduced Dave Harris, who will be working with the Competitions Committee

C. Brad Forester introduced Brian Krogsgard, a new Sales Engineer with ACIPCO spending two weeks in Minnesota as part of his training.

3.  Approval of Minutes 

A. Tony Belden, presented the minutes from the December 3, 2008 MAC meeting.  Rod Ganther made the motion to accept the minutes.  Greg Johnson seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

4. Committee Reports

A. Exhibits Committee: Chair Scott Bredehoft gave the report.

I.  Scott reported that he and Rod will put together the call for exhibitors between now and the        August meeting.

II. Scott stated that he had gotten feedback suggesting increased advertising of the poker tournament.

III. Tony reported that the conference budget for gifts is $2,000.  Kelly proposed that we change this to $1,500.  The gifts are an attempt to hold people in the exhibit area.  Kelly proposed that we give (4) $250 gifts and (1) $500 gift.  

IV. Tony discussed a couple of ideas for encouraging exhibitors by offering a free booth at next year’s conference.  Kelly suggested that having attendees vote on the best booth might encourage attendees to pay more attention to the booths.  Dave pointed out that exhibitors are motivated by talking to people in their booths.  The idea of having beer in the exhibit area after lunch was discussed as a way to keep attendees, and vendors, in the area.

V. Greg proposed the idea of attendees having a “passport” that gets stamped after attending a 5-10 minute presentation at various vendor booths.

VI. Tony stressed that we need the Conference Committee, not the vendors, to purchase the gifts for the conference.  He also urged further discussion of the mini-session idea and beer in the exhibit hall.

VII. Jay reported that, due to John Thom’s busy schedule, there will not be an O&M track at this year’s conference.  It was suggested that 15-20 minute sessions put on by various vendors could replace the O&M track.  Kelly raised the question of whether the Operators would still get CEUs.  Ben reported that the National AWWA tried something like this at the ACE with poor results.

B. Competitions Committee work group

I. Greg Johnson gave the report for chair Chris Glassing.

II. Greg reported that plans are moving ahead to hold meter madness competitions at all the section operator schools, with each section winner going to Duluth to compete in the state competition.  Each section winner will receive a trophy.  The state winner will have their name engraved on a plaque. 

III. The space needs for the tapping competition were discussed.  Tony suggested we may eventually need to move to a larger part of the DECC.

IV. Greg stated that the competitions are being used as another way to attract people to the conference and into the vendor area.  

V. Tony proposed that we look at having the competitions in the vendor area with beer and snacks, around 2:00.

VI. Competitions Committee will need a booth at the conference.  We will show a video of a tapping contest from Illinois AWWA.  This booth could also be used to display the gifts/giveaways.

VII. There will be no tapping contest at the 2009 conference.  We will have a demonstration team there with the intent being to encourage teams to form to compete at the 2010 conference.

C. Annual Conference Fishing Tournament

I. Jay reported that the lake trout fishing season ends October 1, 2009.  If the conference gets pushed into October the fishing contest would have to be cancelled.

D. Social Committee: Chair Paul Thom gave the report.  

I. Overall satisfaction with the social hour event at Grandma’s is very high.  No changes needed.

E. Endowment Committee:  Rod Ganther gave the report.

I. Rod is considering various fundraising ideas which he will present at the next meeting.

F. ACE Meal/Social: Tony Belden gave the report.

I. Tony has reserved McCormick and Schmick’s for the 2009 MN Section breakfast at the ACE in San Diego, CA.  Breakfast will be from 7:00 to 8:00am on Monday June 15.

II. Tony is still looking for a speaker and asked for suggestions.  Ben inquired about having Tom Curtis discuss the stimulus package.

III. Tony reported that by going offsite the costs are substantially reduced.  The cost of the breakfast should be around $10-20, with AWWA through the MAC budget spending budgeted dollars towards each meal to help keep the cost down.  Spouses are welcome.

5. Minnesota Section Update: Report given by Tony Belden

A. Tony reported that the section has lost money due to the market conditions.

B. Tony spoke about the updated strategic plan.  Kelly asked that we change “Purchase give away prizes for exhibit hall at the annual conference” to “Recommend prize values and selected prizes for conference house committee to purchase and MAC to give away during the exhibits at the annual Conference.”

C. Add Dave Harris to the MAC roster under the Manufacturer’s Representative section.  Tony will make change and email out to members.

6. National MAC Report: Ben Mason gave the report.

A.  Ben reported on the new members of the National MAC, which include Bernie Bullert from TKDA.

B. According to national AWWA, 70% of Utilities will be cutting budgets for travel and conferences in 2009.

C. ACE exhibitor fees are down.  Publication sales are down.  Advertising sales are down.  All together equaling a projected $2.8 million shortfall.

D. AWWA canceling section meetings and workshops, laying off personnel.

E. Frank Caliendo will be the speaker at the ACE Tuesday luncheon.

F. MAC will be sponsoring 3 technical sessions at the ACE conference.

G. MAC trying to put together format for section award for Service Provider Award of Excellence.

H. There is a great deal of discussion taking place regarding the Buy American provision of the economic stimulus package.  WWEMA would like to see the Buy American language removed for the package.  Ben read a statement he submitted to the AWWA regarding the situation.

7. Young Professionals: Report given by Tony for Lisa Vollbrecht

A. Tony reported there is a lot of activity in this group.

B. They have lined up a tour of the Cold Spring brewery in May and a poster contest in schools.

8. Water for People Concert: Report by Chris Voeltz and Tony Belden

A. Chris updated us on the status of the concert scheduled for Medina Entertainment Center on Friday, April 17.  Rod Volker was hired to help set up and promote the concert.

B. While sponsorships were not as good as had been hoped for we have sold (2) Platinum, (3) Silver and (1) Gold sponsorship totaling roughly $5,000.  We need $9,000 to break even.  The hope is that we will have a large walk-up crowd based upon the reputation of the Johnny Holm Band.

C. We will collect $20 per ticket at the door.  The entire amount goes to WFP.

D. With a walk-up crowd of 300 people we should clear $2,000 to donate to WFP.

E. Tony discussed the importance of MAC involvement in getting the word out and helping this initial concert achieve success.

F. There was discussion of where advertising was being done and whether there were other areas we should be looking at.

G. There was discussion of Johnny Holm Band versus other groups or individuals.

H. Sponsors will be recognized with a poster at the concert.

9. Miscellaneous items

A.  Ben Mason reported that the AWWA had lost ANSI accreditation for standards development.  After addressing specific concerns cited by ANSI, the AWWA has been re-certified.  Ben discussed the need for people to serve on the standards committee.

10. Next Meeting 

A. The next MAC meeting is scheduled for 9:00 AM, Thursday, August 6th, 2009, at the Engineering America offices, in Oakdale, MN.

11. Adjourn

A. Dave Harris made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Bob McNutt seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned.


Public Affairs Council (Myron Volker)
Public Information (Terry Neuman)

No report.

Publications (Rod Volker)

No report.

Water for People (Chris Voeltz)
Water for People Committee Meeting Minutes   

When: February 11th, 2009

Where:  Bolton & Menk Inc. office in Burnsville  

Attendance: Chris Voeltz, Bernie Bullert, Myron Volker, Seth Peterson, Stew Thornley, Li Zhang, Nuzhat Qureshi, Randy Poore, Butch Hybbert, Tony Belden, Rod Volker (phone)

Review of 2008 fundraising activities 

$9,690.73 was raised in 2008.  

2009 fundraising schedule & any new events  

MWOA sectional schools - Butch Hybbert to investigate expanding fundraisers at the MWOA sectional schools. Idea to be presented a MWOA board meeting in May.  

Water for People concert - April 17th at Medina Entertainment Center 

Advertising – AWWA website, email or mail to companies that have participated in the AWWA vendor exhibitions, winter Breeze, district schools, City Pages, Medina Entertainment Center website, word of mouth. 

Tickets- Rod Volker to print.

Taxable deduction information- to be provided on posters. 

Volunteer information- a list of duties the committee needs to accomplish before and during the concert to be established.

Concert committee- Bernie B., Tony B., Chris V., Rod V., working on final details.  

Water for People country tour in Malawi – September 12-20 

AWWA board requested that an application form be created for anyone interested in attending a country tour. Form to be created by committee for approval at board meeting in May. 

Water for People volunteer leadership workshop in Denver – July 22-24

Water for People spring golf tournament – late May

Committee investigating moving spring golf tournament from Stonebrook to Willinger’s golf course in Northfield. Willinger’s is rated one of the top golf courses in Minnesota. Chris and Dave Holland are working on the details with Willinger’s to keep the price the same as the first 2 years of the tournament.  

2009 fundraiser schedule 

SE Section  
Rochester 

March 11-13

Myron Volker 

SW Section

Redwood Falls

April 1


Chris Voeltz

Metro Section
Bloomington 

April 7-9

Nuzhat Q., Li Z.  

Concert

Medina 


April 17


Bernie Bullert

NE Section

Ely


May 13-15

Corey Lubovich 

Spring Golf

Northfield

May ? 


Chris V., Dave H. 

Central

Deerwood

June 10-12

Mike Mies

MWOA

Grand Rapids

July 28


Butch Hybbert

AWWA Golf
Duluth


Sept. 29

MAC- Brad Forester

AWWA fishing
Duluth


Sept. 29

MAC- Jay Whitaker

AWWA Sport. Clays
Duluth


Sept. 29

Randy Poore

AWWA ribbons
Duluth


Sept. 30-Oct. 2

entire committee

SW Section

unknown

Oct. 1


Chris Voeltz

Central 

St. Johns Campus
Oct. 21


Mike Mies 

MPWA

Brooklyn Center

Nov.


Tom Mathisen 

NW Section

Bemidji


Dec. 1-3

Chad Troitte 

Scholarship (Doug Klamerus)
No report.
Young Professionals (Lisa Vollbrecht)

The Spring 2009 meeting was held March 3, 2009 at the St. Cloud Water Treatment Facility.  A tour of the Filter & Clarifier Rehabilitation Project followed.  Meeting minutes and action items were posted to the MN AWWA website.  

YPC April Events include the Water for People Concert and an Earth Day Clean-up at Loring Park.  

Subcommittee Updates:

Membership:
The Membership Subcommittee will be looking to promote another YP recruitment event at the U of M in early spring to promote AWWA scholarship opportunities and Fresh Ideas Poster Competition.  

Social:
See Upcoming Events. 

Outreach: 
The WoW! Poster Competition begins in May (in conjunction with Drinking Water Week).  Please share with Girl Scout Troops; they can receive a patch for participating.

Fresh Ideas:
 A social event will be scheduled shortly to advertise the Fresh Ideas program.

Upcoming Events:

Membership Outreach/Fresh Ideas/Scholarship Outreach – Burrito Loco, Dinkytown

Partners/Sponsors:
MEESE/YPC/

Contact:
Bo Johnston & Jabin Joseph, Black & Veatch
Date:
April 30, 2009

Cold Spring Brewery Tour & Social – Cold Spring

Partners/Sponsors:
YPC

Contact:
Lisa Vollbrecht, City of St. Cloud


Date:
May 2009 



Michelle Stockness, TKDA

WoW! Poster Competition Kick-Off

Partners/Sponsors:
YPC

Contact:
John Chlebeck, SEH



Date:
May 2009 


Summer 2009 Meeting – AE2S, Maple Grove

Judge WoW! Student Poster Competition

Contact:
Lisa Vollbrecht, City of St. Cloud


Date:
July 2009



John Chlebeck, SEH


Training Council (Chris Glassing)
Education Committee (John Thom)

The following District Schools and Educational Opportunities will be held in 2009.


March 11-13, 2009—Southeast Water Operators School, Ramada Hotel and Conference Center (formerly Best Western Apache), Rochester. Contact Dean Huschle, 507-645-3051, for more information.


April 1, 2009—Southwest Water Operators School, Redwood Area Community Center, Redwood Falls. Contact Mark Sweers, 507-389-5561, for more information.


April 7-9, 2009—Metro Water Operators School, Ramada Mall of America (formerly the Thunderbird), Bloomington. Contact Jeanette Boothe, 651-201-4697, or Stew Thornley, 651-201-4655, for more information.


May 13-15, 2009—Northeast Water Operators School, Grand Ely Lodge, Ely. Contact Jeanette Boothe, 651-201-4697, or Stew Thornley, 651-201-4655, for more information.


June 10-12, 2009—Central Water Operators School, Ruttger’s Bay Lake Lodge, Deerwood. Contact Lisa Vollbrecht, 320-255-7225, for more information.


September 30-October 2, 2009—Minnesota American Water Works Association Conference, Duluth Entertainment and Convention Center. Contact Corey Lubovich, 218-262-7725, for more information.


October 7, 2009—Southwest Water Operators School, St. Peter or Mankato. Contact Mark Sweers, 507-389-5561, for more information.


October 21, 2009—Central Water Operators School, St. John’s University, Collegeville. Contact Lisa Vollbrecht, 320-255-7225, for more information.


December 1-3, 2009—Northwest Water Operators School, Hampton Inn & Suites, Bemidji. Contact Jeanette Boothe, 651-201-4697, or Stew Thornley, 651-201-4655, for more information.

The 2009 Drinking Water Institute will be August 10-12 in Oakdale.

As part of the Water Works! Drinking Water Institute, Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) and Minnesota Section AWWA worked with Hamline University CGEE to develop an interactive module on drinking water called the Urban Water Cycle.  While this includes a teachers’ guide and will be used in the Institutes, it is also available to water systems and the general public.  The module is available on the MDH web site at http://health.state.mn.us/water/urbancycle/index.html and will be available on the Minnesota Section AWWA web site (http://mnawwa.org).  The program is also on a disk that may be purchased from Hamline University.  To order, call 651-523-2480 or go to http://cgee.hamline.edu/cgee_store/index.html. 

Management Schools (Scott Anderson)

No report.
Research Committee (Doug Lubben)

No report.
Safety Committee (Phil Zollinger)

Phil Zollinger has recently been appointed chair-person of the Safety Committee.  Goals and objectives of the Committee were reviewed at the strategic and business planning session held on April 14, 2009.  The Committee will focus on providing direction to safety websites for water and operator training opportunities.  The Committee will maintain relations with Minnesota Safety Council to provide notice of education and training opportunities to Section membership.  The Committee will develop a Section Utility Safety Award program and submit at least 1 nomination for the National Safety Award.  The Committee will coordinate safety training sessions with the Education Committee and Conference Programs Committee to be offered at District Schools and Annual Conference.  The Committee will work with the Section webmaster to update information and resources provided on the Section website.  In addition, the Committee will begin to explore the costs of providing safety schools provided by outsourced training consultant(s).  
Small Systems (Rick Wanner)

Rick Wanner will continue to provide direction and leadership as the Small Systems Committee Chair.  The Committee has developed a scholarship application form for the Annual Conference Scholarships to be awarded to an individual from each of the Section Districts.  The scholarship will provide up to $500 to each recipient to cover hotel, meals, and travel expenses to the Annual Conference.  The Section will also waive registration fees to the to the scholarship recipient.  This scholarship program was developed to encourage participation in the Annual Conference from small system members.  Each scholarship recipient will be required to provide specific feedback on their experience that will assist in the promotion of the scholarship program and small system participation in the Annual Conference.  The scholarship recipient may provide a follow-up letter to the Committee, participate in a Committee meeting, and/or provide a short talk/presentation at a District School(s) or Section meeting.  In addition, the feedback will be used to improve the programming and attendance at the Annual Conference as well as justification to the individuals’ utility for funding the participation in future conferences.  The Small Systems Committee would work with the Scholarship Committee and the respective District Trustee to promote and award scholarships. 

Water Utility Council (Bernie Bullert)

Thursday, March 12, 2009

Location:
City Hall, 7100 West 147th St., Apple Valley, Minnesota 55124

A.  Roll Call (10:00 am)

In-person attendance:
Bernie  Bullert, Bob Cockriel, Randy Ellingboe, Carol Blommel Johnson, Craig Johnson, Bruce Olsen (MDH - Guest), Laurel Reeves, Bill Schluenz, and Dr. Li Zhang (CDM - Commercial, Consulting, Guest interested in membership).    

Via phone attendance:
Doug Lubben, Dennis Martenson, Cliff McClain, Pete Moulton, and Pat Shea.

Not present:
Nicole Blasing, Todd Bredesen, Dave Brown, Paul Coone, Chris Elvrum, Steve Fronek, Steve Gleason, Dr. Ray Hozalski, Ruth Hubbard, Bill Janssen, Kurt Johnson, Adam Kramer, Grant Meyer, Dick Nagy, Bob Peplin, Karla Peterson, Doug Rovang, Dave Schultz, Bill Spain, Shahin Rezania, Dr. Michael Semmens, Stew Thornley, and Dave Wagner.

B.  Housekeeping - none

C.  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (Thursday, December 11, 2008, Wenck Associates)

     1.  Page 3 of 4, F.2.d., the name “Cyn” should be “Sinn”.

D.  Congress, EPA Update – Bernie had not received anything from Bob Peplin

1.  Randy Ellingboe reported that the Federal Funding Distribution Formula has changed and that they are trying to setup a meeting with Senator Amy Kobuchar to discuss.  (NOTE: Later in the meeting Craig Johnson indicated that there had been a call back from Senator Klobuchar’s office so he expected there would be a meeting in the near future.)  Basically what it appears will happen is the states that have been doing a good job will be penalized by having some of their funding going to the states that have not been doing such a good job.

2.  Cliff McClain reported that he understood 30% of the Drinking Water Fund Stimulus Piece (DWF) would go the Clean Water Fund (CWF), i.e. the State Revolving Funds (SRFs) for the respective programs.  This is due to the fact that there are many less projects in the “pipeline” for DWF as compared to CWF.

E.  Legislative Report from LMNC Representative

1. Craig Johnson reported on a great deal of issues that are summarized in the following. 

2. Federal Stimulus (aka the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act or ARRA) – a good source of information is on the League of Minnesota Cities web site http://www.lmnc.org/.  On their home page there is a “button” for Federal Economic Stimulus.  This page also has a link to a webinar and slides from a webinar that they conducted on February 27, 2009. 

3. PFA update – on March 11 SF 1329 included a change to include 20% from both the DWF and CSF SRFs to fund “green projects” per the ARRA.  A 4 to 5 page US EPA guidance document is due today on this issue at the Federal level.  Up to 30% of the DWF may be transferred to the CWF if there are inadequate DWF projects and this appears to be the case in Minnesota.  A portion of the money must be under contract by June 17, 2009 to be eligible for stimulus funds.  Randy Ellingboe concurred with Craig Johnson on this and added that they would like to know if there are any projects that can meet this time table ASAP.  Bernie Bullert asked about the possibility of Design-Build qualifying as a mechanism to get projects in the funding pipeline earlier.  No one seemed to know the answer, i.e. whether such projects would qualify.  Bernie attended the PFA Board Meeting on Friday, March 6 and said it looked like only projects on the DWF existing IUP list would qualify as projects ready by June 17.  

4. Cliff McClain reported that Moorhead was planning to submit approximately $1,000,000 of water main projects for stimulus funding under the “green project” provisions as saving money since they would save water and energy where losses were occurring in the distribution system.

5. Craig Johnson thought water main projects could be funded as “green projects”.  However, he pointed out that it was necessary to obtain a Federal Number for projects.  He also said it was planned to include an additional 5% grant for all projects, up to 25% for “green projects” and up to 10% for CWF projects.  He also pointed out that the required “Buy American” clause included in the ARRA could be waived by petition if it could be demonstrated that certain parts, etc. were not available from American manufacturers.  He understands that this may be most applicable for CWF projects.

6. SF 1329 provides for some permanent changes, e.g. to permit a 30 year funding period as opposed to the current 20 year funding period.  Bernie Bullert pointed out that AWWA has been requesting this change for many years.

7. Craig Johnson reported that the bill to reinstitute the LCW (Minnesota Legislative Commission on Water) will be introduced by Rep. Hanson but the AWWA-WUC will not be pushing this further this year since there are so many other legislative issues of greater importance.  The plan is to just have it introduced and if someone wants to move it further then that can be done but it is primarily to position this issue for movement in the nest year’s legislative session.

8. HF 952 would add three members to the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR).  There would be two city (one metropolitan and one out-state) and one from a township.

9. HF 1086 was heard on March 11 and includes the requirement to post on a web site all projects being funded from the proceeds of the new 0.375% sales tax that was passed in the November 2008 election.  Security for the water industry is being asked to be added as an eligible category to this legislation.

10. SF 74 which became HF 500 has been pulled from the agenda of bills to be considered in the legislature this year.  This bill would have established standards for recycled water use in Minnesota.  Randy Ellingboe reported that SF 74 basically took information for California’s standards for recycling treated wastewater for crop irrigation.  However, this is not germane to Minnesota due to the different alignment of State agencies and therefore this needs to be better coordinated within the State by the various agencies before it is further considered by the legislature, i.e. there is a need for better regulatory coordination for it to be implemented in Minnesota.  It was also pointed out that the plumbers have also expressed some interest and concern relative to this issue before it is implemented further. Bob Cockriel pointed out that the Metropolitan Council had a study performed a year or so again by Craddock Engineering on wastewater reuse from some of their WWTPs.  

11. Pat Shea reported that St. Cloud is almost through with their design of a 750,000 gpd wastewater reuse project using their WWTP effluent for an industry in their area.  He pointed out that the California Title 22 rules are what he believes might have been being considered for legislation in Minnesota.  Cliff McClain reported that the AWWA Standards Committee is interested in preparing a standard for wastewater reuse since many states are now starting to consider such legislation.  Randy Ellingboe reported that the reuse of stormwater was also on the table.

12. HF 1031 includes some $750,000 for the University of Minnesota Water Resources Center to prepare a State Water Plan.  This would direct some of the WRC efforts from their more global focus to a local focus.  It seemed to be the opinion of some that this is not needed and the question came up as to whether the AWWA-MN WUC might have a position on this?  It was pointed out that there is now a communication plan in place that will permit better coordination of efforts between state agencies to prevent unintended consequences from some actions within the State.

13. New 0.375% sales tax revenue distribution will be one-third to water with a minimum of 25% going to the DWF and of that some $8,000,000 will be added to the Source Water Protection Plan of the State, DNR needs, Emerging Contaminants, etc.

14. Craig Johnson reported that an early solution discussed for the “budget fix” was a formula of one-third from new money, one-third from cuts and one-third by new relief (Stimulus money presumably).  He pointed out that this will include a great deal of political maneuvering in the current session before there is a solution arrived at.

F.  State Related Water Issues

a. Carol Blommel Johnson just accepted this assignment and did not have anything to report.  Craig Johnson reported that there was a proposal from the Governor’s office, as included in his budget message, to move the EQB to the MPCA.  He believes this will be controversial but may in the end occur since as someone who has been there, i.e. EQB, does not see this as particularly detrimental.

a. Although Ruth Hubbard could not attend today’s meeting since she had a funeral, she reported (see Email dated 3-11-09 to Bernie Bullert attached) that the WARN system had picked up an additional number of members at the Rural Water Conference.  Bob Cockriel reported that an additional seven members were added this past Monday bringing the total to approximately 60.  She also reported that the ARRA will permit them to add some additional staff to MRWA.

b. Randy Ellingboe reported a great deal of what he had planned to report on had been covered in Agenda item E.  However, he reported that there was a great deal of coordination occurring among state agencies currently.  He also reported on a new Fact Sheet that had been prepared by the MDH on Source Water Protection (this is included as an attachment to these minutes). A copy of this was given to legislators also.  He also reported that a virtual center was being established for Emerging Contaminants to consider health effects of them.  He also reported that the MPCA and MDH are working together on the fluorocarbon issue but have not found a lot to-date.  He also reported that there was consideration being given to completing another round of raw water sampling similar to what was done some 25 years ago.  Bob Cockriel expressed concern over the significant advances being made in analytical techniques over the past 25 years and whether the data would be comparable.  Randy Ellingboe explained the primary purpose of obtaining additional sampling and analytical data was not to compare with the past but to obtain current data.  Bruce Olsen also thought that it was important to even have current data on iron and manganese in addition to general water chemistry.  He explained that part of what was driving this was concern over what sources of groundwater might be vulnerable to contamination.

c. Although Chris Elvrum could not attend, Laurel Reeves reported that the Metropolitan Area Master Water Supply Plan is out and the plan is that it will be approved by the end of March (26th is the planned date).

d. Laurel Reeves reported above and did not have anything additional.

e. Although Nicole Blasing could not attend the meeting, she emailed Bernie Bullert a copy of the MPCA Guideline for Land Application of By-Product Limes that she mentioned were being prepared at our December 11, 2008 meeting.

f. Dave Schultz was not in attendance so there was not any report from him.

g. See also 2.a. above for information on WARN (Minnesota Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network).  Cliff McClain reported that he was sending a letter to 62 communities in the Red River Basin to try to obtain additional communities as members of WARN.

h. Bernie Bullert reported that he continues to forward emails from Al Lamm to the WUC membership since Al is continuing on the State Plumbing Board and will keep Bernie informed on issues of interest to the WUC.

i. Although Adam Kramer could not attend, he reported in an email to Bernie Bullert on the Gopher One-Call program.  Ticket volume continues to decline due to the economic conditions.  See attachment for his email that includes the complete report. 

j. Dr. Michael Semmens is not at the University during the Spring Semester and his back-up, Dr. Ray Hozalski, could not make the meeting so there was not any report.

k. Bruce Olsen, DNR, was present at the meeting to provide an update on cross-connection control activities.  This is primarily a concern with private wells as opposed to municipal, i.e. public water supply wells.  Communities are interested in a model ordinance for monitoring and controlling such situations, i.e. to prevent such occurrences.  He reported that currently they obtain coordinates for each well drilled.  It was suggested that possibly the well coordinates and/or address for a well could be provided to each community by the MDH and/or DNR when the data is received by them.  Bruce was interested whether the committee would be interested in preparing such a model ordinance.  Bernie Bullert said the AWWA-MN WUC would be interested and a subcommittee could be formed to prepare such a document.  Bob Cockriel said he thought that this would be a worthwhile effort.  Bernie Bullert related his experience at the SPRWS where they used the Building Permit system to obtain data on private wells and categorized them as either for process water (add flow to the sanitary sewer system) or irrigation (does not add flow to the sanitary sewer system).  Bernie wondered how wells that were no longer in use were handled by the DNR, e.g. in St. Paul several businesses that had private wells have closed.  Bruce reported that the DNR has three categories of non-used wells, i.e. 1) use or operate the well; 2) abandon the well in which case they are to be sealed; and 3) keep in a maintenance mode, i.e. available for operation and maintain the well in good condition.  The purpose of these three options is to prevent contamination of an aquifer from an abandoned well.

G.
Roster 


Bernie Bullert reported that the roster of members was approved by the Minnesota Section Board.  He also requested that any needed changes to the roster be brought to his attention.  He includes a copy of the latest roster with the Agenda for each meeting and that for this meeting is attached.

H.
Fly-In


Bernie Bullert reported that Cliff McClain, Shahin Rezania and Dave Wagner would attend this March 24-25, 2009 in Washington, DC.  Shahin was trying to setup meeting with Representatives and Senator Klobuchar during their visit but they had not had much success to Cliff’s knowledge to date.

I.SRF Discussion


This subject had been discussed under E. and elsewhere so it was not covered further.

J.
Section Strategic Plan


Bernie Bullert requested input from the committee on the document that he had emailed earlier to all of the committee.  He pointed out that item 5. under Goals and Objectives was the responsibility of the WUC.  A suggestion made at the meeting by Bob Cockriel was to add WARN.  Bernie requested all of the members review and provide input ASAP so he can update and provide to the Board so they can consider in April and approve in May. 

K.
Other - nothing

I. 
Next Meeting


Second Thursday in June 2009 (11th) at the Bloomington Public Works Facility at 10:00 am.

J. 
Adjourn (12:05 AM)

Stai moved and Moulton seconded to approve the consent items except for the Water for People Concert, affiliation agreement, and public information, membership services, and Administration & Policy Council.  Motion approved unanimously.

4.
CONSENT DISCUSSION ITEMS (Spain)
 Report

Administrative & Policy Council had a conference call regarding a policy and procedures template and a budget template to update the procedures and budget process.  Eaton will distribute this to the board.  
Shea reported that Lyle Stai has volunteered to run for the position of Trustee-at-Large.

Volker reported that Terry Neuman of the Public Information Committee is considering devoting its resources (staffing and budget) toward participation in the Eco-experience building at the State Fair rather than having a booth at the Education Minnesota Conference.

Belden reported that the benefit concert for Water for People did not reach its goals for sponsorships and walk-in attendees and, as a result, did not reach its financial goal.  Those who attended had a good time, and Water for People was promoted to those present.  Although the concert lost money, the Minnesota Associates Council would like to hold the concert again.  Having more time to plan the concert should help with future success for the concert.  The objective is to have $15,000 in sponsorships committed by January 2010.  

Peterson moved and Bergantine seconded to continue the concert.  Motion approved unanimously.
Schultz talked about the affiliation agreement between the section and AWWA.  He had distributed a draft proposal of the agreement.  Schultz recommended signing a letter of intent to sign the affiliation agreement.

Stai moved and Moulton seconded to sign the letter of intent.  Motion approved unanimously.
The Membership Committee requested administrative support for the committee.  This will be discussed under Unfinished Business.
Eaton moved and Stai seconded to approve the consent discussion items.  Motion approved unanimously.
5.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Attendance at Summer Workshop in Denver July 23-24, 2009 (Thornley)



Belden, Eaton, Glassing, Huschle, Shea, Peterson, and Lubovich had expressed interest in the Summer Workshop.  Lubovich and Belden indicated they will not be able to attend.  Volker and Thornley said they would be interested in attending if there was room.  Peterson said she would drop out if there wasn’t room for everyone to go.


We had $6,000 budgeted to the Regional Meeting for Section Officers (RMSO) in Toronto (enough for approximately six people), and only Eaton, Moulton, and Schultz attended.  Next year the RMSO will be in Minnesota, which will reduce our expenses.

Eaton moved and Stai seconded to send all eight interested board members (Eaton, Glassing, Huschle, Shea, Peterson, Volker, and Thornley) to the Summer Workshop in Denver.  Motion passed unanimously.

B. Water for People Committee – Policies Regarding Country Tours (Volker)


Volker distributed a form the committee has developed to evaluate candidates for country tours, which was one of the requirements of the committee by a board motion at the January 31, 2009 meeting. The committee will develop policies and procedures before the next board meeting.
Peterson moved and Stai seconded to accept the form.  Motion passed unanimously.

C. Participation in Public Television Program on Water Issues (Eaton)

The section has an opportunity to participate with Twin Cities Public Television (TPT) related to the 90-minute Liquid Assets program, which was shown in some areas recently.  TPT will show Liquid Assets with a follow-up show on a monthly basis for one year if enough money is raised.  Total costs are estimated between $15,000 and $50,000.  One organization has already committee $5,000.  
Schultz moved and Stai seconded to postpone discussion to the fall board meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

D. Hiring of Volunteer Coordinator (Eaton/Brown)

Peterson distributed the draft of a contract to hire a section volunteer coordinator, who will also perform administrative services, at $20 per hour for up to $4,000 for the first year with payments during subsequent years up to $7,500.

Eaton moved and Coone seconded to have members review the contract with an electronic vote to take place prior to the fall conference, when the names of prospective candidates will be presented to the board.   Motion passed unanimously.

E. Utility Inspectors Program (Spain)



The request for our participation in this program has been withdrawn because they have found other funding sources.
.
6.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Ambassador Program for Retirees (Peterson)


Peterson discussed the possibility of having a way to keep retired members involved by paying for their membership and expenses.


B. Participation in Eco-Experience at State Fair (Thornley)

Thornley moved and Huschle seconded that the section increase its budget by $3,000 for a mural around a drinking fountain in the Eco-experience building at the State Fair along with a sound cone to be used with a kiosk containing the Urban Water Cycle, which will be near the water fountain, contingent upon the Minnesota AWWA Public Information Committee donating $1,000 from its budget and the Drinking Water Institute donating $1,000 from its budget and that the Minnesota Department of Health match the total Minnesota AWWA contribution of $5,000.  Motion passed 9-7 with 1 abstention (Thornley, Bergantine, Vollbrecht, Huschle, Peterson, Lubovich, Sweers, Glassing, Belden in favor; Volker, Stai, Moulton, Coone, Eaton, Shea, Spain against; Schultz abstaining).

C. Reduced Attendance at Fall Conference with Current Economy (Peterson)


The topic of attendance being down at this year’s section annual conference was discussed although no action was taken.  Lubovich indicated that the registration fees will remain the same as last year and noted some expenses, such as the past chair lunch, could be cut.

D. American Public Works Association Project Request (Spain)

Paul Coone and Pat Shea will represent Minnesota AWWA at a May 8, 2009 meeting of the Minnesota Chapter of American Public Works Association regarding Minnesota Infrastructure 2050.

E. National Awards from AWWA (Spain)


The section Awards Committee will review potential candidates for awards from AWWA.

F. Safety Award from Rochester (Spain)


Rochester Public Utilities received a safety award that the section will present to them at the section’s annual conference.

G. Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between AWWA and National Rural Water Ass. (Spain)


This memorandum is between the national organizations and has been signed and distributed to board members. This MOU has no impact on the section.

H. Expenses for Chair to Attend AWWA Annual Convention and Exposition

Peterson moved and Stai seconded to create a policy to cover the travel expenses and registration of the chair to the annual AWWA conference beyond what the chair’s employer will pay.  Motion approved unanimously with one abstention (Moulton abstaining).

I. Assistant Secretary-Treasurer (Thornley)

Thornley asked board members to identify candidates for an assistant secretary-treasurer.
7.
NEXT BOARD MEETING


The next board meeting will be Monday night, September 28, 2009 in Duluth.
8.
ADJOURNMENT

Stai moved and Moulton seconded to adjourn.  Motion passed unanimously at 12:09 p.m.
Minutes submitted by Stew Thornley, Secretary/Treasurer and David Brown, Assistant Secretary/Treasurer
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