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AWWA-MN Water Utility Council

Meeting Minutes - DRAFT
Thursday, December 11, 2008

Location:
Wenck & Associates, Inc.; Maple Plain, Minnesota

A.  Roll Call (10:05 am)
In-person attendance:
Todd Bredeson, Bernie  Bullert, Chris Elvrum, Scott Fronek, Ruth Hubbard, Kurt Johnson, Adam Kramer, Dennis Martenson, Cliff McLain, Grant Meyer, Dick Nagy, Karla Peterson, Laurel Reeves, Shahin Rezania, Bill Schluenz, Michael Semmens, Pat Shea, Ed Sorenson, Dave Wagner and Bill Wright.    

Via phone attendance:
Nicole Blasing, Carol Bloomel Johnson, Cliff McClain, and Peter Moulton.

Not present:
Dave Brown, Bob Cockriel, Paul Coone, Steve Gleason, Bill Janssen, Craig Johnson, Doug Lubben, Doug Rovang, Dave Schultz, Bill Spain, and Stew Thornley.

B.  Housekeeping

     Agenda:  Add under D., Cliff McClain, National update.

C.  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (Wednesday, September 24, 2008, Duluth)

     1.  Page 1, E 1, there is a blank that input is needed from Craig Johnson to complete these minutes.

     2.  Page 3, F 2 i 1, second line the word “staged” should be “stated”.

D.  Congress, EPA Update

1.  A Regulatory Update handout was provided by Bill Wright from Bob Peplin.  It was noted that those members with an “*” after their names are on the AWWA-MN Legislative Committee.

2.  Cliff McClain reported that the national AWWA WUC is trying to improve communications with the Section WUCs.  Cliff also reported that his term on the national Standards Council is coming to an end in June and applications for his replacement are due at the end of December 2008.  Karla Peterson indicated that the Section could provide letter(s) of support for any Section member that might be interested in applying.  Cliff also reported that he was going of as a liaison to the AWWA Water Utility Council.

E.  Legislative Report from LMNC Representative

1. Since Craig Johnson could not make the meeting, there was not a report from him.  2. Bernie Bullert reported that Rep. Hanson would carry a bill to reinstitute the LCW (Minnesota Legislative Commission on Water), however, due to the current projected State budget shortfall, this is unlikely to happen in the upcoming session, i.e. funding for the LCW to be funded.

3. Karla Peterson reported on Impaired Waters Funding from the Constitutional Amendment recently passed in the November 2008 ballot initiative.  She also provided a handout dated prior to the election that provides some details on it. Although many things are yet to be worked out, Section 1 of the Constitutional Amendment states that “…at least five percent of the clean water fund must be spent only to protect drinking water sources…”.  This 5% is estimated to produce some 5 to 6 million dollars per year for the next 30 years.  The details of where the money goes, etc. will be decided by the Clean Water Council which now includes:  AG, BOWSER, DNR, MC and MPCA.  It was noted that MDH is not part of the Clean Water Council and some members of the WUC indicated that this should be changed if possible.

F.  State Related Water Issues

1. a. Ed Sorenson provided a brief update on the EQB and thanked the WUC for his opportunity to serve as the liaison and noted that a replacement for him would be needed.  (Carol Blommel Johnson volunteered to replace Ed as the liaison from the WUC to the EQB.)  He reported that the State Water Report on Sustainability is on the web at www.eqb.state.mn.us.  Chris Elvrum, who was a member of the committee that prepared the report, reported his interest was trying to ensure that the report was not in conflict with the Water Plans being submitted for communities in the Metro Area.  Laurel Reeves provided some history as to why the report was prepared.  Basically, the report was started as a result of MPCA concerns over the water needs of the Ethanol industry in Minnesota.  

2. a. Ruth Hubbard reported that the Rural Water Association was preparing for their annual March conference.  She also mentioned that she would be one of approximately 80 people from rural water associations around the country attending the inaugural of President-elect Obama in January.

b. Karla Peterson reported that today a hearing was being held by State Senator John Marty from 4 – 6 pm in Room 107 of the State Capitol Building with a focus on “antibiotics” from both human and animal use and its impact on the environment.  She said there were some 24 water quality samples taken around the State of Minnesota from three types of water: Raw surface water; Raw ground water and Finished water and none of these samples resulted in any “antibiotics” being detected.  Dr. Michael Semmens reported that the use of chlorine in drinking water prevents these from occurring in finished water and that they are primarily a concern for wastewater.  Karla also reported discussions have been held with Rep. Jim Oberstar by the MDH relative to the potential for infrastructure funding.  She also reported that the USGS has been gathering data on WTP locations and this is not available under Minnesota law; however, it would be available under the Federal FOIA (freedom of information act).  Pat Shea pointed out that this data was provided in the reports on vulnerability assessments for WTPs.  The Federal government also has this information, i.e. locations, for WWTPs.  Karla said she will ask more questions and report back at our next meeting.

c. Chris Elvrum reported that the Metropolitan Area Master Water Supply Plan Draft was available for public comments through Tuesday, December 16, 2008.  This report includes primarily action steps relative to future water sources and is not too prescriptive but includes some suggestions.  It includes several appendices including community and county profiles for the entire metropolitan area.

d. Laurel Reeves reported that the Compact (water conservation) went into effect on Monday, 12-8-2008.  She suggested looking at the Fresh Water Society web site as they also had some information on the water sustainability issue.  DNR held a meeting on ground water last month.  Chris Elvrum pointed out that Water Supply Plans are due and in fact are now overdue.  Peter Moulton asked if cities had been responding and Laurel said she had not heard of either refusals or rejections.  Shahin Rezania reported that Minneapolis had provided comments on the low flow/drought response but they  had not received any feedback.  Laurel also reported that the new Mel Cyn (who retired) is Dave Leuthe at DNR.

e. Nicole Basing reported that new guidance on land application of lime sludge from WTPs is being developed by the MPCA and she will provide copies to the WUC when it is complete.  Adam Kramer asked if they were working with the Department of Agriculture and she said no, but their requirements are included for reference.  Shahin Rezania asked if the MPCA document would be required in a permit and she said no that the MPCA requirements are only guidelines and that the Department of Agriculture would continue to issue permits.

f. Dave Schultz was on vacation in Montana so there was not any report from him.

g. Ruth Hubbard provided an update and handout on WARN (Minnesota Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network).  Their steering committee is going to a state wide committee that is composed of approximately 35 members.  They are taking applications daily from interested communities.  WARN Board members will be meeting with other emergency response agencies but this effort is still in its infancy and primarily through informal channels.  The 2009 Minnesota Rural Water Association annual conference will include a WARN booth.

h. Bernie Bullert reported that although Al Lamm will not be a member of the WUC any longer, he will continue on the State Plumbing Board and will keep Bernie informed on issues of interest to the WUC.

i. Adam Kramer reported that the Gopher One-Call cumulative volume decreased in 2004 and 2005 some 25% and 21% respectively.  There is a push to use the Internet Ticket (aka, “I-tick”).  Call Adam if anyone has questions.

j. Dr. Michael Semmens reported on water supply related projects that the Dept. of Civil Engineering, U of MN is working on.  These include ongoing work with the SPRWS surface water quality impact from aeration being added to one of the lakes serving the McCarrons WTP.  The Civil Engineering Department is preparing a proposal (which also includes Ken Brooks from Forestry, faculty from the infrastructure program in addition to CE faculty members Mikki Honzo, Ray Holzowski and Semmens) to the Institute on Environment for a seed grant of $1.5 million for four years for treatment response to Water Quality.  This project is trying to leverage some work that is being done in Europe.  Dr. Holzowski would be looking at DBPs.

G.
Roster to Board

Bernie Bullert reminded members to let him know if there were any needed changes to the roster.

H.
Other


1. Bernie Bullert reported that the Minnesota Section representatives going to attend the AWWA 2009 Fly-in to be held in Washington, DC had been arranged last week.  Those section members attending include Cliff McClain, trainer, and Dave Wagner and Shahin Rezania.


2. Ruth Hubbard reported that potential mechanisms for the talked about infrastructure funding being discussed by the new Administration may include through the existing SRFs and/or the Department of Agriculture to rural development.  Projects would need to be on the current needs lists for funding.  Pat Shea reported that Tommy Holmes indicated that projects needed could be funded that were not yet funded or planned could be included, i.e. basically an acceleration of projects.


3. Those attending the meeting via conference call requested that handouts be provided with the minutes.  This will be done.


4. Some discussion of the Dedicated Water Fund and how these may be distributed ensued.   It was indicated that there would be upcoming meetings on this issue and that is a reason that it would be nice to have the LWC again in place.  Some thought the most likely scenario was that the governor would recommend to the legislature and then they would pass legislation on the distribution of funds each year.


5. Cake was available to honor Ed Sorenson for his years of service to the profession and the WUC.  (Ed is retiring from Eden Prairie at the end of December.)

I. 
Next Meeting


Second Tuesday in March 2009 (12th) at the Apple Valley City Hall at 10:00 am.

J. 
Adjourn (11:35 AM)

Attachments:
Handouts as noted in the minutes include:

1. Meeting Agenda – 2 pages (as distributed)

2. House Research – Short Subjects – September 2008 – 3 pages

Dedicated Funding for Natural Resources, Arts, and Cultural Purposes

3. Regulatory Update – 6 pages

4. MnWARN Members – 2 pages

